]
BOOK

What happened after Scotland voted No
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It is only here in Scotland that we pirouette on the
head of a pin over patriotism and nationalism. Who
else have you ever met who boasted:

"I love my country but don‘t want it to govern
itself. | much prefer it to be in a minority in another
parliament where it can always be outvoted and
where parties we don‘t support will dictate our
budget and policies. | don’t think my country should
have independence because it really wouldn’t be able
to do the job properly.”

Most foreign listeners would reply: Then it's not
your country at all. You can't care enough about it
to call it your nation. You may call yourself Scottish
but you are in fact British. Britain is your country., ,

- Derek Bateman, former BBC journalist
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FOREWORD

n the 18th of September 2014, 85% of the people of
Scotland voted in a referendum. By a ratio of 11 to 9
they chose not to become an independent country.

Voters had been subjected to a blood-curdling array of
warnings and threats, ranging from the confiscation of the
Edinburgh Zoo pandas to a global cataclysm.

They'd been “lovebombed” by a parade of C-list celebrities
begging Scotland to stay in the UK.

And they'd been promised “faster, safer, better change” by
the leaders of every major political party if they voted No.

"W) guess is that if we vote fo stay, we
will be in the heady position of the
spouse who looked like walking out, but
decided to give things one last go.

[ doubt whether we will ever have been

more popular, or in a better position to
‘ \ dictate terms, than if we vote to stay,
(\mpyuq, 11 June 2014

The projected date for Scotland to have officially become
an independent nation in the event of a Yes vote was the
24th of March 2016. (Though the date, like everything else,
was of course hotly disputed during the campaign.)

This book was published on that date, in order to record
the consequences of Scotland’s choice.



WHAT THEY SAID AND WHAT HAPPENED

@ Better Together & o SRR Y
@UK_Together
Gordon Brown in Dundee: "Our UK welfare

state offers better protection for pensioners,
disabled and the unemployed."

us 5 2 BEYaBRASHN

11:38 AM - 27 Aug 2014

EE @ BBC iD [r 4. News ‘ Sport ‘ Weather | iPlayer ‘

N[

Nearly 14,000 disabled people have
mobility cars taken away

© 3 February 2016 | UK

Nearly 14,000 disabled people who rely on a specialist motoring allowance
have had their cars taken away from them following government welfare
changes.
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n May 2015, the thing many Yes supporters had said

would happen duly happened: the Conservatives won
the UK election, and therefore retained ultimate control
over Scotland’s budget and all reserved policy areas for at
least another five years. (And by almost universal consensus
at least 10 years, because nobody realistically believes
Labour can win in 2020.)

MailOnline

| Home /B8 us. ‘ Sport | TV&Showbiz | Australia ‘ Femail ‘ Health | Science ‘ Money |

Latest Headlines | News | World News | Arts | Headlines | Pictures | Most read | News Board | Wires

Ed Miliband tells Scots: No need to vote
Yes, Labour will be in power next year!

» Labour leader will say Conservatives are "on their way out'

+ He will hope to persuade traditional Labour voters to stick with the Union
» If it weren't for Scottish Labour MPs, Tories would've won majority in 2010
By JOHN STEVENS FOR THE DAILY MAIL

PUBLISHED: D0:02, 4 September 2014 | UPDATED: 00:02, 4 September 2014
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Ed Miliband will today tell Scottish voters not to use their referendum to rid themselves of the Tory-led
government... because he says he'll win the general election.

The Labour leader will claim the Conservatives are ‘on their way out’ in an attempt to persuade his
party’s traditional voters to reject independence.

If the Tories do win again as expected in 2020, then from
1979 to 2025 Scotland will have been ruled by Conservative
governments it overwhelmingly rejected at the ballot box
for 33 out of 46 years, despite Labour’s constant promises
that it will ride to the rescue.

Nobody can say they weren't warned.
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eoamaas, MAY2015-)%  NewStatesman
HEAD OF DATA: TOM MONK.

SUBSCRIBE HERE

# LATEST POLLS ‘WHO WILL WIN? THE DRILLDOWN THE 650 FEATURES

FEATURED, FEATURES | 19'® April 2015

Election 2015: Polls suggest Ed Miliband is
likely to become Prime Minister

While the Tories may still win more votes and seats than Labour, it is hard to

see how David Cameron can cobble together 323 seats for a majority.

Even though the media was predicting Ed Miliband
becoming Prime Minister right up to the eve of the vote
and polls had put Labour in the lead for almost the entirety
of the preceding four years, wiser eyes saw through them
and told Scots what was coming over the horizon.

All of the following quotes come from Wings Over Scotland
(the publisher of this book) and date back to more than two
years before the referendum, and nearly three years before
the general election.

August 2012:

LABOUR WIN WESTMINSTER, SNP WIN HOLYROOD

As opinion polls currently stand, this will be the outcome of
the 2015 and 2016 general elections on respective sides of
the border. (In reality we don’t think there’s the slightest
chance of UK voters choosing Ed Miliband as their next
Prime Minister when it comes to the crunch, but this is a
theoretical exercise.)

http://wingsoverscotland.com/the-devolution-reality-check/
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September 2012:

Politicalbetting.com today reports a dramatic surge of 9
points in Labour's UK lead, from 6% to 15%. But at the
same time it sounds a note of caution: even with Labour so
far in front, twice as many people want David Cameron to
remain Prime Minister than want Ed Miliband to take the
job. And when it comes down to it, that's what will decide
the outcome of the next Westminster election.

It doesn't matter how much the electorate likes your
policies if it doesn't believe your leader has the strength to
carry them out. Labour is infamously reluctant to sack its
leaders, and unless something makes Miliband voluntarily
fall on his sword in the next three years — and we can't
imagine what that would be - he'll lead Labour into the
2015 campaign.

If he does, we’ll make our prediction now: regardless of
what other events may transpire, Labour will lose.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/the-kinnock-factor/

July

2013:

Cameron'’s rating among Scots is twice as bad as in the
whole of Britain, as you'd expect. But even factoring in SNP
voters, for Scotland to have such a low opinion of a Labour
leader makes a mockery of the notion that Miliband can
lead his party to victory in 2015. Get ready for a Tory
government until at least 2020, folks.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/dead-duck-walking/
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February 2014:

For our money there’s still no chance of Ed Miliband
becoming PM in 2015, for reasons we've explored in
some depth before, but a great many Tories would still
be very comfortable with the insurance of Labour losing a
contribution of 20-25 MPs towards a majority or plurality.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/the-blood-sacrifice/

March 2014:

We've been pointing out for months on end that Labour
isn't going to win in 2015, of course, for all manner of
reasons. But the key one, overriding all others, is that the
British public simply can’t abide Ed Miliband.

And when your leader is less popular than one of a party
with no MPs, and straining to be marginally more beloved

than Nick Clegg, you just don’t win elections.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/the-coming-man/

Throw in the incumbency effect, the likelihood of some
proportion of UKIP supporters voting tactically to ensure
they get their referendum, and the solidifying of what's left
of the Lib Dems and David Cameron and George Osborne
will be feeling very confident indeed of a second term
in office.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/whats-that-coming-over-the-hill/
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April 2014:

Farage will marshall his forces to opportunistically grab
himself a few MPs if he possibly can, but he won't lose
sight of the overarching objective. His supporters will go
into the polling booths knowing exactly what is expected
of them — above all else, to ensure that Ed Miliband
does not become Prime Minister.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/the-dividing-line/

But what I believe more firmly than ever after this evening
is that the party’s supporters will vote tactically and smartly
next year to ensure that David Cameron returns to 10
Downing Street in such a way that he'll be locked into
holding an EU referendum. Even Nigel Farage doesn't think
Nigel Farage is going to be the Prime Minister, and that
means Cameron is the only route to their goal.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/the-belly-of-the-beast/

May 2014:

If anyone's still reading by this point, or if you just skipped
to the end 400 words ago, the gist should be clear:
unless something dramatic and unexpected happens, the
Conservatives are going to win the 2015 election.

http://wingsoverscotland.com/bleeding-obvious-confirmed/

(Our reasons were proven to be on the money too. We'd said
the English public would reject Ed Miliband personally, and
that a significant proportion of UKIP supporters in marginal
seats would tactically switch to the Conservatives late on
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in order to ensure a Tory victory and an EU referendum. A
subsequent report by the British Election Study found that
that was exactly what had happened.)

In January 2016 the Guardian reported that David Cameron
had written a resignation letter to be used if Scotland voted
for independence. But the No vote saved the Conservative
Party from a damaging leadership battle months before a
general election, and saved David Cameron’s career.




WHAT THEY SAID AND WHAT HAPPENED

@ Better Together & Lx | L
@UK_Together

John Reid in Dalkeith: Working together across
the UK we delivered the NHS, welfare state,
minimum wage and devolution.

RETWEETS LIKES

19 7 LEABRE BON

11:32 AM - 15 Aug 2014

WEBSITE OF THE YEAR

Minimum-wage families £75 a week short of basic

needs says shock report on Britain’s poor

0000, 12AUG 2015 UPDATED 1151, 12 AUG 2015 | BY BEN GLAZE

The Child Poverty Action Group says even heating a home is a struggle on £6.50 an
hour and warns it will get worse when George Osborne’s tax credit cuts begin

@INDEPENDENT News Voices Culure Liestye Teeh  SportUS eletion

News > UK > Home News

Millions of Britons struggling to feed
themselves and facing malnourishment

*Shocking' figures show that for the first time since the Second World War, the poor cannot afford sufficient calories

1an Johnston | Sunday 28 December 2014| [0 comments

Millions of the poorest people in Britain are struggling to get
enough food to maintain their body weight, according to official
figures published this month.
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he result of the Tory majority delivered by the No

vote was that the Conservatives were able to block
every suggestion put forward by other parties during the
negotiations over the additional powers promised by David
Cameron, Ed Miliband and Nick Clegg in the Daily Record’s
infamous "Vow".

Despite JK Rowling's stout confidence that Scots would
"never have been more popular, or in a better position to
dictate terms” if they voted No, every single one of the
120 amendments proposed by the 58 SNP, Labour and
Liberal Democrat MPs that Scotland elected in May
2015 was rejected out of hand by the Tory government,
which had one Scottish MP.

(Labour joined the Tories in rejecting almost all those put
forward by the SNP.)

The UK government then attempted to use its majority to
force the Bill through with a “fiscal framework” which would
have cost Scotland over £7 billion in additional budget
cuts (over and above those being imposed anyway as part
of its austerity measures in the whole of the UK).

Only the determination of the Scottish Government's
negotiating team, who threatened to reject the Bill at
Holyrood if it damaged Scotland financially, prevented the
attempt — or more accurately, postponed it for five years, at
which point the UK government plans to try again.

The powers which were finally devolved were dismissed by
the independent think-tank Reform Scotland as “not likely
to allow for real reform” and “not offer[ing] the opportunity
to create a better environment for economic growth”.

12
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Scotland v UK

HOME |/ Politics

Think-tank: 'Meaningful reform' unlikely with
new tax powers

Eddie Nisbet 9 0 0
6 March 2016

Reform Scotland said the new income tax powers were not sufficient to allow for coherent
tax reform.

The Smith
Commission

Powers: Reform Scotland believe 'meaningful reform' is unlikely. © HEMEDIA / SWNS Group
The powers devolved to Holyrood by Smith Commission will not allow Scotland to
make any meaningful reform, according to an independent think-tank.

Reform Scotland said the new income tax powers due to be transferred to Holyrood from
next year under the Scotland Bill were not sufficient to allow for coherent tax reform.

Chairman Alan McFarlane said: "The reality is that the new tax and welfare powers proposed
by the Smith Commission and now being enacted at Westminster are not likely to allow for
real reform.

"The devolution of income tax is a blunt instrument which does not offer the opportunity to
create a better environment for economic growth.

13
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@ Better Together & 3 &
@UK_Together

Amy thought about voting Yes, but decided on

No because she wants to build a fairer society.
Read her story better.tg/1rlb9KO0 #indyref

B 22 cvEeisER

9:33 AM - 3 Sep 2014

British society is among the world’s
most harmful to its citizens

, Rob Waugh for Metro.co.uk Wednesday 18 Mar 2015 9:19 am

Political policies including austerity measures have turned Britain into
one of the world’s most harmful societies to its own citizens.

Choices made by politicians in Britain have led to an increase in preventable
injuries and deaths, according to new research from the University of
Birmingham.
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he No campaign pumped out a constant deluge of dire

warnings that independence would cause a calamitous
loss of hundreds of thousands of jobs, which could only be
protected by the “broad shoulders” of the UK.

VOTING NO

AND TO PROTECT:

OUR OUR OUR
NHS PENSIONS JOBS

N9 VOTENO
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For example, during the referendum “Better Together”
declared that steel workers “across the whole of UK stand
united in solidarity” behind a No vote.

But just 13 months after the No vote, Scotland’s steel
industry was united in unemployment as the country’s last
two mills, in Motherwell and Cambuslang, were mothballed
by owners Tata - seemingly ending generations of steel
production in Scotland, as the UK government stood by
and did nothing.

o
@z - Eveninglimes
UK Togethr
. HOBODYKNOWS GLASGON BETTER
Here is what the steelworkers union has to say
on #indyref #bettertogether SPORT ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE OPINION

“WORKERS ACROSS THE WHOLE OF UK

STAND UNITED IN SOLIDARITY. Hundreds of jobs to go at Tata steel in
WHETHER WE ARE FROM GLASGOW, GRIMSBY OR GLAMORGAN, * Scotland
WORKING TOGETHER

JOHN PAUL McHUGH
SCOTTISH OFFICER
st

" Ca

% & feoEaDM &S

F inthe steel
announced plans to cut 1,200 posts.

(However, the Scottish Government set up a task force
and in mid-March of 2016 the Sunday Times reported that
an announcement was expected “within days” of a buyer
having been found for the plants, who would reopen them
and eventually re-employ all the workers.

The paper quoted a source saying "the Scottish Government

has been very proactive” in securing the deal, despite attacks
from the trade union cited by the No campaign.)

17
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The No camp particularly insisted that only the UK could
guarantee the safety of the oil industry, and that staying in
the UK would mean a North Sea "bonanza” that would be
put at risk by a Yes vote.

It didn't pan out quite that way.

o
THE SCOTSMAN _ The%‘Herald

BN SUpRORT eHAEL
g ol Y
0
e
" e
H
sex
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Dress and Journal

The Press and siirnal
QPANTO SEASONISHERE = |l

SPORT  BUSINESS  LIFESTYLE

CAROL CREATES AN OSCAR BUZ7 Report predicts loss of up to 35,000 oil
AN FREEHIIMWI’ GUIDEINSIDE TODAY/ and gas jobs over next five years

Erkia Askeland

o 00000

ems
Controversial

‘Osborne tums his |
back on North Sea’

The U
majorfirms cut spencing las i the NorthSea, areportpredicts.

Events  Policy Platform  Buy "‘"‘:"‘”""”"”‘“"“’“"UY’
Oil & Gas
Aberdeen to bear brunt L e T
of forecast 23,000 N. e

0il explorers predict 10,000 more job
losses in North Sea sector

ran Stacey, Eneray Cor

Sea job losses by 2020

PR - 8 Corments

‘The North Sea oil and gas industry is set suffer a net loss 23,000
jobs over the next five years - more than 4,000 a year every year to

2020~
Grampian areas.

Home UK World Business Politics Tech Science Health Education Entertainn|

Scotland = Scotland Politics ~ Scotland Business ~ Edinburgh, Fife & East =~ Glasgow & West

Oil sector 'has lost 65,000 jobs'

(© 9 September 2015~ Scotland business
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The No camp also offered similar assurances to workers in
the public sector that they'd be safe in the UK but doomed
in an independent Scotland, such as civil servants working
for HMRC:

greggmeclymont

@GlendinningMSYP 9 in 10 customers of
Cumbernauld's biggest employer HMRC would
disappear overnight if Scotland left UK.

Gregg McClymont el

2+ Follow

@NewsandChronEd

RETWEE

10:54 AM - 26 Nov 2012

SR TY LY T L

Gregg McClymont $x 2 Follow

greggmectymont

Cumbernauld & Kilsyth #bettertogether
campaign outside the area's largest employer

19
Gregg McClymont
@greggmeclymont

HMRC. @UK_Together

z' 73;:

0 O

) BENTAMRBEE

10:18 AM - 26 Nov 2012

@Rubber_Gub when customer base of 63
million is cut to 5 million what happens to

jobs? #cumbernauld #hmrc

LK &=

2:55 PM - 1 Mar 2014

o)
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Better Together @

The point about HMRC in
Cumbernauld is that it serves whole of
UK. 9/10 of its customers are in
England/Wales/NI. The work they do
would largely disappear. Glib answers
that Scotland will still need tax officials
won't be enough for those who work
in HMRC and are campaigning to save
their jobs. If it was your job would you
take a vague assurance?

26 November 2012 - Like - ¢ 3
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Scottish Labour £ 2 Follow
scottishlabour

1400 jobs at HMRC in Cumbernauld are
dependent on us staying in the UK. #indyref
#LabourNo

RETWEETS  LKES
a7 96
Scottish Labour £ 2 Follow
2:07 PM - 13 Aug 2014 @scottishlabour

3200 jobs at HMRC, just one of the reasons that
being part of the UK is best for Scottish jobs.
heraldscotland.com/news/home-news...
#LabourNo #Indyref

Scotland's 3,200 tax office ‘jobs dividend"

In an end of day Commons debate, the last of this session, the Cumbernauld MP,
who is his party's pensions spokesman, will argue that Scots get a...
heraldscotland.com

Once again, though, once the No vote was safely delivered
the reality was rather harsher:

2,500 Scottish jobs facing
axe as tax offices shut down

under the overhiaul, which HMAC has
ST ® HMRC bosses revea]merﬁgr plans  mammsremowcomienyer:
® Sturgeon seeks urgent talks on cuts  poemmeotagmismstzmarmans
Up to 2500 Soottish jobs are belleved 1 concerned about B
£0'be &t rika fer planawere unvelied “We couka potentlally be looking at
yesterday foc sweeping losures of . . The ol
First Minister Nicol Shl!;&:'\: G sl JRRPE A
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Nt BBC Scotland News £ -2 Follow
oo @BBCScotlandNews

HMRC centres in Dundee, Cumbernauld
and East Kilbride expected to close
bbc.in/1SImzsa

11:32 AM - 12 Nov 2015

HMRC slash 2300 Scots

Viobs and close 17 offices

THE taxman delivered a DANDYPELE HANC poss In Scothnd wasa ke

3 fliak of the Batter Togather
Yestesday by Lxdpaga Tetoee ot Sears
cut up 102300 s, SO0 t0us a2 5700 u‘;‘nmﬁu:ﬁﬂmm‘lmﬂ;l

oo progoscd oy s
vank tofplure 17 dheus with ust_ shock juf ight Deemuse Keuping T o R TS PG

STAFF WILL FEEL BETRAYED

SNPCHIEF CONDEMNS BRUTAL CUTS AFTER REF ERENDUM PROMIS

Two thousand jobs
to go as HMRC

HM Revenue g

& Customs ‘shake up hits staff
in18 Scots offices
Fri 13 Nov o)
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e e v ey MORE AT DALY RECORDCOUK. =3

AX AXEMAN HMRC TO SHED 2300 WORKERS IN SCOTLAND

WHAT THE HECTOR?

SNP fury after Better
Together campaigners
said jobs would only be
safe if we voted No

Although it wasn't bad news for everyone:

Croydon
ardian

PROPERTY ANNOUNCEMENTS CARS

URSAY CONTACTUS WHAT'S ON

& NEWS

News Business Localnews Health NationalNews Nationalvideo Video Pictures

HMRC to employ 2,800 staff at Croydon tax 'super
centre'

Keep in touch with local news

Sign up for email alerts

Most Popular

Two men arrested on suspicion of
murder after fatal Thornton Heath 1
stabbing

UPDATE: Man dies in Thornton 2
Heath High Street stabbing

Thornton Heath man who featured
in Croydon's badvent calendar
jailed for two years

tax centre

<
Cheap offices:
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Better Together & L 2 Follow
@UK_Together

Defence industry jobs are best protected by
remaining in the UK better.tg/1gybhgP #indyref

RETWEETS LIKES

20 10 L s Bl e al

12:05 PM - 15 Apr 2014

Scotland subject to deepest
military service cuts over the last
year, figures reveal

17th August 2015
3:28 pm

THE NUMBER of military personnel in Scotland has shrunk faster than anywhere else in
the UK over the last year, according to new statistics released by the Ministry of Defence.
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Being part of the UK is good for Scotland’s renewables
industry”, proclaimed the No campaign throughout the
referendum. “Our larger energy market makes supporting
Scotland’s renewables industry more affordable”, it added
a year later.

Better Together £¥ 2 Follow
@UK _Together

Fact #50 - Our larger energy market makes
supporting Scotland's renewables industry more
affordable. better.tg/U502e0 #indyref

RETWEETS  UKeS -
57 16 EELE - @ Better Together £x 2 Foliow

@UK_Together

8:53 PM - 1 Aug 2014

Renewables raised as an issue on “bbcqt -
being part of the UK is good for Scot
renewables industry “bbcqt “indyref

InvestmentinScotland’s

green energy growthis paid
for by 26 million households

11:03 PM - 13 Jun 2013

But once the No vote was safely in the bag, the UK
government's attitude towards Scotland’s vast clean-energy
resources (which account for the huge bulk of renewables
in the UK) changed dramatically.
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heraldscotland

Whitehall plans to end wind-farm subsidy would hit
Scotland's economy hard, says renewables industry

REUTERS

HOME ~ BUSINESS

MARKETS ©  WORLD UK

Commodities | Mon Oct 12, 2015 5:04pm BST

000000G

By Susanna Twidale

Scotland.

industry event on Monday.

@ INDEPENDENT e v

Hundreds of renewable energy
companies could be forced out of
business due to 'dramatic' subsidy cuts

TECH -  MONEY

Scottish renewable energy projects
threatened by subsidy cuts

* Cuts could jeopardise 14 bin stg investments

* Scotland must do its own research on shale gas

LONDON, Oct 12 Some 14 billion pounds ($21.47 billion) of potential investment in
renewable energy projects in Scotland is under threat because of cuts in subsidies by the
British govemment, Scotland's energy minister said.

Fergus Ewing, Scotland's Business &, Energy, and Tourism minister, said figures from
Britain's Energy and Department for Climate change showed companies had indicated
they could invest around 14 billion pounds in renewable projects such as wind farms, in

"Much of that is now under threat because of what we can only describe as all out
onslaught on renewables by the UK government," he told Reuters on the sidelines of an

Britain has announced a swathe of cuts in renewable energy subsidies.

OPINION ~  BREAKINGVIEWS +  SPORT

27



The Wee Black Book

A few months later it was announced that the last coal-fired
power station in Scotland, at Longannet in Fife, was to be
closed because transmission charges levied by the UK grid
made it uneconomical, after the UK government cancelled
a £1bn carbon-capture scheme for the plant in 2011.

ft.com > uk >

Business & Economy

Home UK~ Companies~ Marketsv Global Economy~ Lex™ Comment
2
Last updated: August 18, 2015 8:19 pm
Scottish Power to close Longannet plant
due to taxes and charges

Iiure Dickie in Edinburgh

& share~ K Authoralerts ~ { Print 9 Ciip Comments

Disconnection: the 2,400MW capacity Longannet power station wil close next March
Scottish Power has announced it will close the huge Longannet power station next
March, saying high carbon taxes and transmission charges mean it is no longer
economic to generate electricity from coal or gas in Scotland.
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Before the vote, the No campaign and the press mercilessly
mocked persistent claims by some independence supporters
that there were large previously-untapped reserves of oil
and gas in Scottish waters which were being kept quiet
until after the vote.

Although as it turned out, there were.

A New Spot Weaner Blayer TV Redh

BAE o se-~

BuzzFeeDNEWS
E=

27 Ways Scots Can Teach The Rest Of
The UK About The Horrors Of A

NEWS

Home UK Wotd Bushess Potics Toch Soence Heath Ecucat
Scofland  Scotand Poitics  Scotand Businoss  Edinburgh, o & East  Glasgow & West
NE Scotland, Orkney & Shetiand

Referendum New Shetland gas fields 'could supply

whole of Scotland'

© 14 Fobruary 2016 | NE Scotand, Orey & Shatand

2
P

20. People will start believing in outlandish conspiracy

theories.

IWORLD'SILARGEST OIL FIELD

FOUND OFF SHETLAND

Bultiota sigle word ahoutatinthe naners ooy, 3

SHHHH!
Don't tell P

the Jocks ) el

i

Enough is enough, Scotland

analysts say.

of Scotland.

‘Operator Tolal started production at its new Shetland plant on Monday.

OIL

It would of course be remiss of this book not to also address
the widerissue of oil. Just a few months after the referendum
the price of North Sea oil plunged spectacularly, and as we
write it stands at around $40 a barrel, compared to over
$100 at the time of the vote.

This news was naturally received with great glee in the
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Unionist camp, and rarely a day goes by without politicians,
activists and media pundits joyously reporting the size of
the "black hole" the far lower tax receipts would produce in
an independent Scotland’s economy.

wWeet

D
with

abi
& g

PAGES OF [/ »..:mm:zr,...
PUZZLES

PHEW, THAT WAS CLOSE ..

\The Great
ptckscape

39 Scottish Governments own

= figures show a budget black hole
w of amonumental £15BILLION

__ 3% Independent Scotland would
have been in a financial straitjacket
if we'd fallen for Salmond's vows

for independence CuE WD CctioRCC L
 rstonds by DS commonees speaiiee Siitis dumapded Sicon Jrgte
adigics e .nmmm gt b o e mies

bote. S
Scotd ot £iftillan 0 201415 ot ARcEdlaciprdied »%&mm
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Skint Scotland

Only 15 days before the SNP’s ‘Independence Day’,
£15bn deficit shows plight nation would have faced

By Alan Roden
Sotiah poftica, ditor

SCOTLAND plungsd £15billion

into the red last year as the

collapse of the North Sea oil
 economic
forindependence in ruins

Government Sipendt.

i and Reverioe Booba (CRRD)

ond high

the UK would have had on

e
rate for the UK - making 1 one of the

ooy
e developed world mnem:im rererenaum e
oot o generated Tows Lo revene s debate, i wamed
panthe VR Serags fr b koo Fepaatady by s that fhey wers
ith expenaiture on public services oil Faa thelr con sueseded, we
‘massively outatripping reveie, the & now be only 15 fays awsy
“Union avidend’ of beuig part of Great from soparating the most sticcess.
Britain is i 511400 10 every Aokl Yhion I Tisters tn
mian, woman and anild,tofalhng around tvous of 2 leap into the dark -
i B the st Ministor said:
n-the Gontext of the wider sco-

fornic orisis s st to deepen.
e Seuras ot S0L4 15 OBy oaptise the
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Another headache: Finance Secretary John Swinney s suffering
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However, as noted by independent analysts, the price of oil
is a double-edged sword. High prices generate tax receipts
for governments, but also greatly increase the costs and
pressures on businesses and consumers alike.

When fuel is expensive it costs more to transport goods
or passengers, and ordinary families spend much more
of their income on heating and petrol costs. Companies

EE News Sport Weather Earth Future / Shop

NEWS ScoTLAND BUSINESS )‘ &

i =
Home QUM Africa Asia ' Australia Europe Latin America Mid-East US & Canada Business | Health

England | Northernireland  Scotland Wales | UK Politics | Education

4 March 2015 Last updated at 11:22 GMT EHEO&

Fraser of Allander: Economy growing
despite oil price drop

The Scottish economy will continue to pick up pace, despite the
lower oil price having an adverse impact on the oil and gas
industry,

Related Stories

The drill bill bites
The Fraser of Allander Institute's regular forecast shows the boost to oil Scots oilfield firm
users in Scotland outweighs the harm to North Sea producers. warns of cuts

British Gas owner in

The institute said tightening public spending could still hurt the economy. big profit fall

But it said "strengthening” investment was a reason to expect higher
growth than it had forecast in November.
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become unviable and jobs are lost, and the damage to the
economy can outweigh the benefits to governments.

Conversely, cheap fuel is a huge boost to businesses and
puts money directly into people’s pockets. In the past 18
months or so, for example, the price of petrol and diesel has
dropped from almost £1.50 a litre to below £1, saving a
typical family around £20 every time they fill their tank.

In February 2016 the Bank Of America published a report
noting that the low oil price was bringing about one of the
greatest redistributions of wealth in history, shifting $3
trillion (about £2.1 trillion) a year from rich companies
to ordinary consumers.

BloombergBusiness News Markets Insights  Video

BofA: The Oil Crash Is Kicking
ff One of the Largest Wealth
Transfers in Human History

A $3 trillion shift.

by  Joe Weisenthal
TheStalwart

February 1, 2016 — 2:49 AM GMT f s

Economists are still hotly debating whether the oil crash has been a net positive for
f advanced economies.

LA Optimists argue that cheap oil is a good thing for consumers and commodity-sensitive
businesses, while pessimists point to the hit to energy-related investment and possible
spillover into the financial system.

A new note from Francisco Blanch at Bank of America Merrill Lynch, however, puts the
oil move into a much bigger perspective, arguing that a sustained price plunge

"will push back $3 trillion a year from oil producers to global consumers, setting the
stage for one of the largest transfers of wealth in human history."
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That's a number so inconceivable as to be meaningless in
any real sense, so to give you an idea of the size, if it was
divided equally among the entire population of the globe
it'd be worth about £290 a year for every man, woman and
child, or over £1,250 a year for the average UK family.

(In reality the figure would be much higher, because a vastly
disporportionate share of the world's wealth comes to first-
world countries rather than being shared equally.)

That money benefits governments too, because with more
disposable income, people spend more, generating growth
in retail and services, which in turn creates jobs, reducing
state spending on benefits and increasing income tax
receipts to replace the lost corporation tax from oil profits.

Fluctuations in the oil price have both winners and losers,
in either direction. The Scottish media tends to present only
the negative side of the oil price fall, ignoring the positives.
According to GERS 2014-15 (the closest thing Scotland has
to annual accounts), the net effect was that the huge oil
crash saw Scotland’s total revenues fall by just 1%.

34



~ipe

CURRENCY

v

©



The Wee Black Book

erhaps the No campaign’s favourite scare story of all
was that an independent Scotland wouldn't be allowed
to use the pound.

feader of
Fguestions |

Goedbye.

What currency we use (s about much
‘more than the notes and coins i your

The only way to guarantee that we keep
the UK pound is to vote to stay in the UK.
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The only way to keep the pound is to vote to remain within the United Kingdom.

)sitive

Keeping the pound means more jobs,
cheaper mortgages & lower credit card bills.

THEFACTS YOU NEED
he UK Pound Leaving the UK
ighor means leaving the

Aspart of the UK
we get £1,200 higher

7

Canyou
afford to
goitalone? :

‘Whatwould!
the UK mean for jobs,

L INDEPENDENCE

= 4
=l
- /
&
The facts about
independence and
your money.

Finally the Better Together chairman was forced to admit
on national TV that the claim was a lie, and that nobody
could stop Scotland from continuing to use the pound.

AFTER ALL

oy ADREWALKER | 250g 201 | [

2

\

SCOTS REFERENDUM: SALMOND WINS BIG,
DARLING SAYS SCOTLAND CAN KEEP POUND

In a turn around of previous fortunes, pro-
1 independence Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond
! 1o _ _ 3
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Edinburgh News

Scottish Independence: Darling
flounders in debate

Alistair Darling and Alex Salmond. Picture: Comp

by

IAN SWANSON

published

09:09 Tuesday 26 August 2014

THE Yes campaign was today celebrating a boost after
Alex Salmond made a convincing comeback to win his
second televised clash with Alistair Darling.

Mr Darling acknowledged that Scotland could use the pound regardless of
whether Westminster agreed to a currency union.

He said: "Of course we can use the pound . . . we could use the rouble, we

could use the dollar, we could use the yen. We could use anything we
want.”
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In arecentinterview with STV's Scotland Tonight, the former

Governor of the Bank of England, Mervyn King, said:

Eveninglimes

NOBODY KNOWS GLASGOW

# NEWS CELTIC RANGERS SPORT ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE OPINION

An independent Scotland could keep
the pound, says former Bank of
England governor

46 mins ago
Kate Devlin, UK Political Correspondent % @_katedevlin

Aformer governor of the Bank of England has suggested that an independent Scotland
could continue to use the pound.

Lord King also said he was disappointed at the claims made about sterling during the
independence referendum.

David Cameron and George Osborne repeatedly insisted that Scotland would not be
able to use the currency in the event of a Yes vote.

The Prime Minister summed up his stance saying: "If Scotland leaves the UK, then
Scotland is leaving the pound".

Lord King said: “l was disappointed in both sides in the referendum. | thought that
there was an answer that would solve the independence question - the currency issue.
And that is that nothing happens. Scotland just carries on using sterling"

He added: “| think that would have been totally feasible there was no need for an
independent currency, that wouldn’t have posed any threat or difficulty for an
independent Scotland.

"And | see absolutely no reason why it would have caused a problem for the Bank of
England to allow banks to keep on functioning in Scotland.”

Should there ever be a second independence referendum,

the currency threat just won't wash.
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WHAT THEY SAID AND WHAT HAPPENED

@ Better Together & £ 2 Follow

@UK_Together

AD: "l know the only way we saved the banks
was because as Chancellor of the UK | had
60m people standing at my back, not just 5m"
#indyref

B4 BaElEQEY

10:52 AM - 16 Jan 2014

@INDEPENDEN [' News Voices Cultre Lifestyle Tech Sport USelection

News > Business » Business News

RBS share sale to cost taxpayers £22bn,
OBR Budget analysis shows

Critics have said Osborne’s decision to privatise the bank at a loss is “reckless and short-termist”

Hazel Sheffield | 2 hours ago| (0 comments

UK taxpayers will make a loss of £22 billion from George
Osborne’s plans to sell the Government’s 73 per cent in Royal
Bank of Scotland.

Office for Budget Responsibility analysis released after the Budget
announcement on Wednesday showed that the taxpayer is set to
lose half of the £45.5 billion used to bail out the bank in 2008
because of Osborne’s insistence that it must be returned to private
ownership in the near future.

The £22 billion loss is more than four times the cost of cuts to
disability benefits that are intended to raise £4.4 billion for the
Treasury by 2020.




~ipe

PENSIONS




The Wee Black Book

nother relentless message of the No campaign was
that pensions were only safe in the UK.

The fear was so strong that it even drowned out the UK
government assuring the elderly that their pensions would
continue to be paid in the event of independence, just as
they are if pensioners emigrate to foreign countries.

The constant scaremongering on the subject saw a huge
No majority among the over-55s effectively decide the
outcome of the referendum. (Most under-55s voted Yes.)

Better Together £ 2 Follow
UK_Together

Our pensions are far safer and more secure as
part of a bigger economy. #ScotDecides

The Facts You Need @

“It can take 50 years to prove that a pensions system
and by then it is too late to do anything about it
if it doesn't. In that respect, we are being asked to
make a gamble. The odds strongly favour staying
within the UK system. Why gamble against it?"
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State pension stays safe
if Scots vote Yes — Webb

INDEPENDENCE s Smer
Tan Davidson, Labour MP
A UK Government minis-  for Glasgow South West,
ter conceded yesterday moved to clarify the posi-
that state pensions would  tion on pensions.
be secure in an indepen- He said: “I think you
W _ dent Scotland. are saying to us that the
5L0V . L9 3 ‘ ﬁ I " J a -Iﬂ ’ k Pensions Minister Steve  state pension of any indi-
‘Webb confirmed to MPs vidual after separation
8:23 PM - 5 Aug 2014 that people who had paid ~ would not be adversely af-
into the UK system would ~ fected? That they would
retain their rights to the continue to get the level of
money if there was a Yes state pension the same as
vote. everyone else in the UK?”
The future of pensions Mr Webb responded:
has become a key issuein  “Yes. They have accumu-
the independence debate.  lated rights into the UK
Mr Webb was giving ev-  system under the UK rules
idence on the impact of 0 a pension, at the age we
breaking up Britain to the ~ would have paid it to them
Scottish affairs committee - not at which the Scottish
at Westminster. Government would.”
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BetterTogther 5 rolow Is your pensionsafe

GRAPHIC Our savings, mortgage and pensions With separalion?

are safer as part of the UK — here’s the facts b

#scotnight #indyref Pensions timebom
Your savi tgageand i fear if Scots back

safer as partof UK h‘dependence %

another crisis like the one justa few years ago.

Scottishindependence
couldimperilpensions,
warn accountants ﬁ

Firms 'face multi-billion

; ion bill after Scottish
rightacross the UK. Why give up thatstrengti? mdependence

2 Ay - e
Pleaseshare A
- bettertogether i
6] better o
s

1116 PM -5 Sep 2013

PENIONS SITER m T
WITHINTHE UK pENSIONS CON == 4

PaNDORY

After the No vote was secured, though, the message about
the comfort and security of pensions in the UK changed.
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Savel:s told: ‘u»m ask Dame Judi about retiring
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Under projected UK government changes, most men in
Scotland won'’t live long enough (77.1 years) to receive
a state pension, while an average life expectancy for
Scottish women of 81.1 will see them receive the
pension for just six weeks before they die.

(The life-expectancy figures above are for children born in
2013. By the time they actually reach old age, it's highly
likely that the point of eligibility will have been extended
further. Most children born in Scotland after the year 2000
will never see a penny of UK state pension.)

Che Telegraph

Home Video News World Sport Business Money Comment Culture Travel Life W]

Pension study finds even high earners will 'need to work to
85'

Today's younger workers won't be able to afford to retire before their mid-8os,
according to new analysis of pension market

0359 o @0 @175 @554 @Emaxl

Photo: Copyright (c) 2014 Rex Features. No use without permission.

By Olivia Rudgard
8:31AM GMT 15 Feb 2016

s EXT (.46 followers

B Comment
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No aspect of Scottish life escaped the “Project Fear”
treatment. In September 2014 the press issued dire warnings
that the "divisive” referendum campaign would wreak
havoc on tourism, and that no matter what the result of
the vote, visitors from south of the border were planning
to stay away in their droves simply because Scotland had
had a bit of an argument with itself.

The Telegraph

Home Video N®WS world Sport Business Money Comment Culture Travel Life Won

Politics | Investigations Obits Education = Science Earth =Weather Health = Royal | Celebrit

HOME » NEWS » UKNEWS » SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE

English tourists 'cancel trips to Scotland because of ill-
feeling'

Travel firms north of the border say English holiday-makers are worried
about a 'divisive' atmosphere

0219 o @0 ®o 9219 @Eman

By Leon Watson = Print this article.
10:11AM BST 18 Sep 2014 Y
° Scottish Independence

Scotland » UK News »
English tourists are cancelling holidays to Scotland because they fear "ill ~ Leon Watson>

feeling" towards them after the referendum, it emerged today.

EXZED {1,090 followers News » Politics » ‘

In Scottish

Travel firms north of the border say holiday-makers have contacted them ~ '"dependence

saying they don't want to go to Scotiand whatever the resuit of the vote. e |
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When the figures for the next 12 months duly showed up,
the reality, once again, was the exact opposite of what the
Unionist press had solemnly warned.

BEAE o s A News Sport Weather iPlayer TV  Radio

NEWS

Home UK World Business Politcs Tech Science Health Education  Entertainn|

Scotland Scotland Politics Scotland Business Edinburgh, Fife & East Glasgow & West

Rise in number of British tourists to
Scotland

© 21 January 2016 | Scotland business

T Thinkstock

Edinburgh has always been a favourite destination for tourists

The number of tourist visits to Scotland from Britain has increased by 9%, a
survey has suggested.

The Great Britain Tourism Survey indicates that the figure rose to about 12.9
million in the year to the end of September 2015.
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Several companies were persuaded by the UK government
to issue warnings/threats that they'd move all or part of
their business out of Scotland, or close down some of their
stores or factories, if Scotland voted Yes. But after Scotland
voted No, they did it anyway.

theguardian

ort football opinion culture business lifestyle fashion environment tech

markets eurozone economics  banking farming  Fnancal  Low  Medallelsue  Tech

Scottish independence: B&Q boss warns | Dundee store amongst 60 UK

over split in event of yes vote B&Q closures
i ief Sir lan CI i Teate too
‘many uncertainties for investment d Neil Findlay 25 2 Follow
wteNiFindy

Shocked to hear B&Q Livingston is to close
with loss of many jobs.

S Exl=

Insightdi
nsightdiy ...
UKDIY News

B&Q to close Motherwell store

Braidhurst Industrial

o
orecomplicated: Photogroph Kigfhe/PA Estate wil lose their jobs when the store closes later ths year.

‘The chief executive of B&Q owner Kingfisher has warned that the DIY group will

A B&Q spokesperson sald: “We have let colleagues at our Motherwel sore know that

utis holdif pli the UK and told their store s one of those planned for closure next financialyear.
Scots that vote against
) = The

Siran Cheshive,pcuredbelow,sid yesvtein e ALKIRK HERALD
youd ceate e st . 15/03/16  5°Cto 10°C Cloudy @  Uike us| Follow us Place your Ad  Subscribe
with investment. e ouly M | (4= Q) RO i Fact ol | =

i St in Port Local News cottish News  Family ~Columnists Nostalgia ~Business | N
Glasgow, Inverclyde, Cheshire told the Press Association: "It would puta pause
on everything. If i VAT, currency, it just

into hibernation as we try to figure out what it will mean. At the end of that we.
have to consider whatis the trading environment.

Possible threat to Falkirk B&Q as
closures announced

SRS Eveninglimes

A I et | Michelle Mone: I'm moving away from

Scofland | scotand Polies  Scotiand Business | Eaimburgn,Fre & £ast | ciasgow s w SCOtland

Scottish independence: Michelle Mone
threatens to leave Scotland

© 29 Janany 2012 | Scoland poics

Scottish lingerie tycoon Michelle Mone

has threatened to move to England if
Scotland votes for independence.

Ms Mone said she would take her
business to London in the event of a
“Yes" voto in the 2014 reforendum on

Scotish independence. 1 ), 21May2015
Jitl Castle, Content Editor (Live)

Michelle Mone: 'm moving away from Scotiand
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SR,
THE SUNDAY TIMES
# ([T SPORT | BUSINESS | COMMENT | NEWSREVIEW | CULTURE | STYLE | TRAVEL

Welcome to your preview of the Sunday Times

HOME / NEWS / UK NEWS / SCOTLAND

NEWS

Scottish Widows leaves
Edinburgh

Michael Glackin  Published: 21 February 2016

% Comment (0) & Print
SCOTTISH WIDOWS has transferred billions of pounds-worth of its long-term

insurance business to London in a move that has rekindled fears for Scotland’s standing
as a financial centre.

W 4 . "
Thisis MENEY... s 5

FINANCIAL WEBSITE OF THE YEAR s S|

Money Home | Markets | Saving & banking | Investing | Bills | Cars | Holidays | Cards & loans | Pensions | Mc|

Lloyds Banking Group still considering
leaving Scotland despite No vote in
independence referendum

By ALEX HAWKES, FINANCIAL MAIL ON SUNDAY
PUBLISHED: 22:03, 20 September 2014 | UPDATED: 23:42, 21 September 2014

f| - [W] P3P )

Lloyds Banking Group is still considering leaving Scotland despite the No vote in Thursday’s
referendum on independence.

While Royal Bank of Scotland said it had shelved plans to change its official domicile to England
after the ballot, Lioyds did not rule out pressing ahead with a move. Instead it pointedly stated it
would keep a ‘significant presence in Scotland’.

One source said Lloyds would continue to consider the issue as Westminster and Holyrood hammer
out the terms of increased devolution to Scotland.
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Ironically, all the same businesses who'd issued the dire
warnings about Scottish independence are now panicking
that staying in the UK might see them torn out of Europe.

The Gzlegrapb HOME | NEWS
Business

Economy | Companies | Opinion | Markets = A-Z | Budget ' Business Clul

Business sends 'resounding'
message that UK should stay
in EU, says CBI

BEE @sco LA News | spor | Weater | Pler | TV

NEWS

Home UK Waorld Business Politics Tech Science Heaith Education B

EU Referendum = Reaiity Check
o EU REFERENDUM

EU exit would risk jobs, says group of
business bosses
® 23 February 2016 | EU Referendum | B

BUSINESS
= LZISIDER FINANCE

Almost 200 top business leaders signed a letter calling
for Britain to stay in the EU
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One of the arguments put forward most forcefully by the

“Better Together” campaign was that voting No was

the only way to stay in the European Union.

Better Together £X 2 Follow
@UK _Together

What is process for removing our EU
citizenship? Voting yes. #scotdecides

20 s 2 HPERBERES

9:21 PM - 2 Sep 2014

A spokesperson for Better Together told the BBC: "The experts, including Jean
Claude Juncker, Jose Manuel Barroso and Herman Van Rompuy have made it
clear. If we vote to leave the UK, we vote to leave the EU.

58

“It's disingenuous to say that No means out and Yes
means in, when actually the opposite is true. No means
we stay in, we are a member of the European Union.”

- Ruth Davidson MSP, 2nd September 2014, at the STV
debate in the Assembly Rooms in Edinburgh.
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Yet just a few weeks from the publication of this book, a
Scottish electorate which overwhelmingly wants to stay
in the EU (polls show a margin of between 2:1 and 3:1 in
favour of remaining) faces the prospect of being dragged
out against its will by the votes of England, which as we
write are poised on a 50/50 knife-edge.

This is happening despite the firmest assurances during the
referendum campaign of Alistair Carmichael, the Orkney
and Shetland MP and former Secretary of State for Scotland,
who was the subject of this Farmers Guardian report of a
National Farmers Union debate in March 2014:

But in one of the most eye-catching statements of the
evening, Mr Carmichael said, to gasps of surprise among
the audience:

“There is no question of there being a referendum.
There is no mechanism for the Conservatives to deliver
a referendum in 2017. That is the hard political fact.”

Source: Farmers Guardian:
http://archive.is/zPUnG#selection-605.0-606.0

The chances of an independent Scotland being forcibly
ejected from the EU were effectively zero, because nobody
actually wanted that to happen.

But the danger of it happening because Scotland chose to
stay in the UK is now very real indeed. Whether or not you
may personally want to remain in the EU, the democratic
wishes of Scotland face being steamrollered.
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@ Better Together & o JIN T
@UK_Together
.@ThelFS - Scottish public sector net debt

would rise above 100% of national income by
the early 2030s without cuts / tax rises #indyref

IR =] E-151 ] -]

10:35 AM - 18 Nov 2013

theguardian

jport football opinion culture business lifestyle fashion environment tech

w scotland wales northernireland education media

Spending review: Osborne orders
Whitehall to draw up plans for 40% cuts

Tuesday 21 July 2015 18.18 BST

Chancellor tells govenment departments to set out plans for further cuts by
September, on top of £17bn savings announced in July budget
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his book tells only a fraction of the story of what

happened after Scotland voted No. It hasn't touched
on “English Votes For English Laws”, for example, a change
which has resulted in Scottish (and Welsh and Northern
Irish) MPs being reduced to second-class participants in UK
democracy with less power than English MPs.

It hasn’t mentioned that voting No ensured that for the next
several decades, Scotland will be forced to spend hundreds
of millions of pounds a year on a nuclear weapons system
that's likely to be rendered useless by undersea drones
before it even enters service.

International Business Times»

a News World Business Politics Technology Science Sport Entertai|

Technology Innovation

Trident nuclear-deterrent subs seen facing
threat from underwater drones

By India Ashok [ in |

December 28, 2015 06:11 GMT

Rapidly advancing underwater drone technology could pose a threat to Britain's nuclear
deterrent programme, an expert has warned. The chief executive of the British
American Security Information Council (Basic), Paul Ingram, is reported to have opined
that the drones could make the Trident nuclear submarines "vulnerable".

It hasn't covered the fact that the Scottish budget has
already suffered cuts to welfare and public services in order
to pay for the UK bombing Syria for reasons nobody can
quite explain, or that the order of 13 Type 23 frigates for
the Royal Navy solemnly promised to the Clyde shipyards
is now shrouded in doubt.
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News

HOME AIR & SPACE LAND NAVAL BUDGET & POLICY REGIONS DEFENSE

Royal Navy To Reduce Frigate Buy,
Design Lighter Warship

By Andrew Chuter  4:47 p.m. EST November 23, 2015

fesa W inwoe @5 o |
CONNECT TWEET LINKEDIN COMMENT EMAIL MORE
LONDON — The Royal Navy has cut plans to build
13 Type 26 frigates to eight and will launch a
concept phase to design a new class of lighter

> warships to fill the gap, the government announced
(Photo: BAE Systems) in the strategic defense and security review (SDSR)
unveiled Monday.

And it hasn't touched on the ongoing destruction of the
NHS in England, which will have catastrophic consequences
on the funding of the Scottish one.

g INDEPENDENT nNews Voices Culture Lifestyle Tech ~Sport
Terrifyingly, according to the World Health
Organisation definition the UK no longer
has a NHS

The NHS Reinstatement Bill may be the final hope we have of getting our NHS back

Youssef E| Gingihy | @EIGingihy | Thursday 10 March 2016 | {3202 comments
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But it does outline how Scotland will for the forseeable
future live under Conservative governments imposed on it
despite being overwhelmingly rejected by Scottish voters.

It notes how devolution proposals described by Gordon
Brown as a "modern form of home rule” have actually
delivered a meagre clutch of powers which independent
analysts say are useless for bringing about real change.

It records that the No camp's assurance that a vote for the
“broad shoulders" of the Union would protect Scottish jobs
in the oil industry, the steel industry, the renewable-energy
industry, the civil service and more was a lie. Thousands of
those jobs have been lost as the UK government stood by
and did nothing.

It observes that the pensions the No campaign warned
were only safe in the UK are in fact being shredded by
the Westminster government, to the point that the state
pension will in effect have been abolished for all but the
richest (who live the longest) by 2040.

It points out that the only threat to Scotland’s place in
the European Union has come from a No vote, exactly as
the Yes campaign said it would.

It shows how even a seemingly-disastrous collapse in the
price of oil (which wasn't predicted by EITHER side) actually
made hardly any difference to the Scottish economy,
reducing revenues by just 1% while actually making most
families significantly better off.

And it illustrates that almost all of the dire, apocalyptic

threats of the No campaign have either proven to be false,
or happened anyway with Scotland still in the UK.
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The case for Scottish independence is as strong as ever.
And what we've shown you in this book is that the last time
the debate was held, almost everything the Unionist side
said subsequently turned out to be a lie.

In the future, that might be a useful thing to remember.

BuzzFeeDNEWS

Better Together Campaign Chief: We
Would Have Struggled To Win Without
‘Scaremongering’

posted on Sept. 22, 2014, 6t 9:23 pm.

Jeremy Sutton-Hibbert / Getty Images

MANCHESTER — The head of the successful Better Together campaign today
suggested Scotland might have voted for independence in last week’s referendum if
his campaign had made a positive case for the union, rather than “scaremongering”
about economic risks.
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Laws which govern citizens in this country are
decided by politicians from other nations who we
never elected and can't throw out.

But by leaving... we can take control. Instead of
grumbling and complaining about the things we
can't change and growing resentful and bitter, we can
shape an optimistic, forward-looking and genuinely
internationalist alternative. ’ ,

- Michael Gove, Edinburgh-born politician
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